TOWARD MAXIMUM  POWER AND DOMINION              295
by action in Lithuania and Finland he could bring down the
north-east pillar of the 'Intermediate Europe' between Ger-
many and Russia. But there is no reason to suppose that his
action would be restricted to the East and South-east; it may
with equal likelihood be directed to the complete encirclement
of France until she is immobilized, and to taking advantage
of that situation so long as Poland's neutrality seems assured.
He may move against Poland herself, in order to rectify the
Polish frontier, to improve the strategic situation, and to
recover the irreplaceable port of Danzig. Holland, Belgium,
Denmark may suffer prophylactic occupation, and may be
forced into a close alliance with Germany. As bases for the
operations of the German forces, they would completely isolate
England and exclude her from Europe; she may even be con-
demned to the loss of her empire."
The occupation of Prague and the incorporation of Bohemia
and Moravia in the "Lebensraum" of Greater Germany could
surprise no one but those who were still under the illusion that
National Socialist foreign policy was capable of changing and
ripening.  World opinion may see in this step of Hitler's a
critical blunder of his, but it is mistaken. This step lay directly
in line with his general conception of foreign policy. The only
surprising thing about it, at all events for the National
Socialists, is the reaction to it abroad; foreign opinion is at last
beginning to realize the actual aims of National Socialism and
its tactical method.   The National Socialists are not to be
deterred by this foreign reaction; they merely regret that it
places further difficulties in their way, Nothing, not even the
threat of world War, will deter them from their course. This
greatly increases the risk of war, a risk which the Munich
agreement removed for a bare six months. But if it is doubtful
whether the efforts to form a great defensive coalition against
Germany and Italy will succeed in preventing war, they may
limit the duration and therefore the number of victims of a war,